Eastwood Local Schools
Safe Return to In-Person Instruction
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Dear Eastwood Families:
As we ended the 2020-21 school year there was great hope that life would return to normal by the time school
began in August 2021. One of the lessons we teach our students, and ourselves, is that we do not control Events,
nor the Outcomes. All we can do is choose the best Response to any given Event to produce the highest quality
Outcome possible - E+R=O. Once again this year, we are going to have to lean into Events that are largely out
of our hands to attain the desired Outcomes. Our goal is simple. We want students in school five days a week
for the greatest number of instructional days possible. While here, our goal is to create the best possible
experience academically, socially, athletically, musically, and developmentally. Our commitment to that has
never waivered.
To achieve this, however, we will still have to Respond to the constantly changing landscape of the virus. That
means developing plans that can be flexible and adaptable should circumstances arise outside of our control
(Events). We have been working with the Wood County Health Department throughout the summer looking to
understand the recommendations and requirements for public schools. Where there are recommendations, we
have some flexibility, and where there are requirements we do not.
As of today, masks are recommended for students and staff indoors regardless of vaccination status. Eastwood
Local Schools is also recommending the wearing of masks, but there are NO requirements to do so. Parents
have the option to send their students to school with masks, and we will support them in any way possible.
However, we must be ready to implement more stringent protocols, including masking, should we have
outbreaks in our schools.
Last year, the Eastwood community rallied and supported the district, even on those occasions when people
may have disagreed with the direction. That level of support allowed us to focus our attention on meeting the
needs of kids instead of internal dissent. When we can all agree on the Outcome of keeping kids in school, five
days a week, we can then seek the best Response to what will remain an ever-changing set of Events.
Sincerely,

William B. Welker
Superintendent

POLICIES FOR INCORPORATING MITIGATION STRATEGIES

TIER I Safety Protocols for the 2021-22 School Year - These protocols will be in place for the
2021-22 school year unless new requirements by the governing health authorities suspend, eliminate, or change
them. Many of these are best practices that were in place last school year.
❖ Masks:
➢ Masks will be required on all school transportation as long as the requirement from CDC remains in
place.
➢ Masks will be optional while students and staff are in school or taking part in school activities at the
beginning of the 2021-22 school year. This applies to indoor events.
➢ The CDC strongly recommends that masks be worn indoors regardless of vaccination status by staff,
students, and visitors. Based on information released by the Ohio Department of Health, students and
staff who consistently wear masks will have several paths to remain in the classroom as well as being
able to participate in extracurricular activities so long as they are asymptomatic.
❖ Physical distancing:
➢ The goal will still be to maintain as much physical distancing as possible in all of our buildings and on
our buses.
➢ Frequently, physical distances will be less than six feet. To the extent possible the district will work to
have 3 feet of distancing.
❖ Handwashing and respiratory etiquette:
➢ The district will maintain signage encouraging handwashing as well as proper etiquette for sneezes
and coughs.
➢ Hand sanitizing stations will remain in current locations in all buildings.
➢ Handwashing and respiratory etiquette will still be taught by our school nurse to students particularly
in the younger grades
❖ Other building level safety measures
➢ All drinking fountains will be turned off.
➢ Students should bring water bottles with them and use the bottle filling stations located in all of the
buildings.
➢ During lunch, students may be assigned seats. We will not be able to maintain full social distancing,
but will try to provide students with as much space as possible.
➢ Guests and visitors may be permitted with permission of the building principal and should self-screen
for symptoms before arriving at school.

❖ Transportation
➢ Masks are required on school transportation while CDC mandate is in place..
➢ Students will be socially distanced when possible on buses and seating charts will be kept.
➢ Buses will be disinfected daily.
❖ Cleaning and maintaining health facilities, including improving ventilation:
➢ Surfaces and school buses will be disinfected daily..
➢ The district purchased an ionization system for the new elementary school that purifies air similar to
N-95 mask standards.
➢ Classroom purification units will be maintained and utilized at the middle school and high school.
❖ Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine, in collaboration with the state and
local health departments:
➢ Eastwood Local Schools will continue to work with the Wood County Health Department to assist
with contact tracing to help identify cases and possible quarantines.
➢ Students who are experiencing any of the symptoms associated with COVID-19 should stay home, and
parents should consult their healthcare professional.
➢ Parents should consult the
➢ The district will continue to maintain a quarantine and isolation spreadsheet.
❖ Meetings
➢ Parents and guardians may still request meetings to be conducted virtually. In-person meetings will be
held when requested by the parent/guardian or if deemed appropriate by the team.
❖ Diagnostic and screening testing
➢ The district will maintain a supply of diagnostic BINAX tests that can be provided to parents.
➢ The district will also monitor students for possible COVID-19 symptoms.
❖ Efforts to provide vaccinations to educators, other staff and eligible students
➢ The district will continue to offer vaccination clinics in conjunction with the Wood County Health
Department.
❖ Appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities with respect to the health and safety
policies
➢ Eastwood Local Schools provided additional dividers throughout the entire campus where appropriate
for students with disabilities who were working in small group settings. The district will continue to
provide these as needed during the 2021-22 school year.

TIER II Safety Protocols for the 2021-22 School Year
In the event that cases show significant spread within our buildings or throughout the district, additional
mitigation strategies may be implemented.
❖ Masks:
➢ Masks may be required for all students and staff indoors regardless of vaccination status.
➢ Visitors may be required to wear masks while indoors.
➢ Masks may be required at indoor events and crowded outdoor events.
❖ Physical distancing:
➢ Additional steps and changes to schedules for lunch and other activities may have to be instituted to
allow for greater physical distancing.
❖ Guests and visitors:
➢ Guests and visitors may not be permitted in the building.
➢ Capacity limits may be reinstituted limiting spectators to events.

